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tot wijziging van de wet  
betreffende de verplichte verzekering  

voor geneeskundige verzorging en 
uitkeringen, gecoördineerd op 14 juli 1994, 

wat betreft geschillen met betrekking  
tot kaderbeslissingen  

tot snelle of vroege toegang

modifiant la loi relative  
à l’assurance obligatoire soins de santé et 
indemnités coordonnée le 14 juillet 1994, 

 en ce qui concerne les litiges  
relatifs aux décisions-cadres  

concernant l’accès rapide  
ou précoce

PROJET DE LOI WETSONTWERP

Legislative competence: optional bicameral procedure
The House of Representatives

The optional bicameral procedure 
(article 78 of the Constitution) 
In the framework of this procedure (also called the optional 
two-chamber legislative procedure) the House decides and the 
Senate intervenes as a “chamber of consideration and reflec-
tion”. The Senate may “evoke” the Bills submitted to the House 
of Representatives, i.e. read them, examine and amend them. 
The House of Representatives has the last word and may adopt 
or reject the amendments made by the Senate. The evocation 
and examination by the Senate are subject to strict time limits. 
The parliamentary conciliation committee, consisting of depu-
ties and senators with parity of representation, may extend or 
reduce the time limits in question(1).

Application of the optional bicameral 
procedure
The matters in which this procedure applies are explicitly list-
ed in the Constitution. It concerns, insofar as the compulsory bi-
cameral procedure(2), meant by article 77 of the Constitution, is 
not applied:

• laws enacted pursuant to laws subject to a special  
majority

• the institutional legislation concerning the structure and 
the functioning of the State (art. 78, paragraph 1, 2° of the 
Constitution)

• laws adopted pursuant to article 169 of the Constitution in 
order to guarantee compliance with international or  
supranational obligations

• laws relating to the Council of State and the federal  
administrative jurisdictions.

(1) See information sheet 11.07
(2) See information sheet 11.05
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The procedure(3)

In this procedure, the senators have no right of initiative

(3) We refer to information sheet 11.04 for the general aspects concerning the treatment of Bills and Private Member’s Bills in the committees and the plenary meeting in each 
chamber.
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The members of the House of Representatives (through Private Member’s Bills), and the King i.e. 
the federal government (through Bills) may take a legislative initiative.

The adopted Bill is sent to the Senate
The senators must decide within a period of 15 days of receipt of the bill, whether they wish to 
“evoke” it or not, i.e. examine it. Evocation is only possible at the request of the majority of the 

senators (= at least 31 senators), with at least one-third of the members of each linguistic group.

House of Representatives: second (definitive) examination
The House has the last word. Whatever the decision of the House may be (agree with the amend-
ments of the Senate, reject the amendments of the Senate, new amendments), it concerns a final 

decision: that means the end of the parliamentary procedure.
The House sends the text it adopted to the King for Royal signature and promulgation.

The Private Member’s Bills from members of the House of Representatives are submitted to the 
House. The government Bills are always submitted to the House of Representatives.

Examination by the Senate
The Senate has a period of 30 days to examine the evoked Bill. If the Senate does not amend the 
text or if it allows the examination period to lapse without making a decision, the Bill is immedi-

ately submitted for Royal signature by the House of Representatives (step 8).

If the Bill is not evoked (on time) by the Senate, it is immediately submitted 
for Royal signature and promulgated by the King (step 8).

Royal signature and  
promulgation

Publication in the  
Moniteur belge  

(Official State Journal)

House of Representatives: first examination
The Bill or Private Member’s Bill is examined, perhaps amended and voted on within the compe-

tent committee and then in the plenary session.

Referral to the House of Representatives
If the Senate amends the Bill, it is referred back to the House.


