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The Levels of Authority in Federal Belgium

Each level has its own competences.

As a result of their competences, each level can conduct a poli-
cy on the basis of rules imposed on a population in a given ter-
ritory.

The federal, community and regional levels are parallel, and the 
provincial and communal levels are subordinate to the preced-
ing ones.
This division, which might appear complicated on first sight, has 
two objectives:

• The search for greater effectiveness by enlarging the struc-
tures. 
The competences of the national State have been moved 
towards the supranational level.

• To bring policy closer to the public by allocating compe-
tences to the Communities and Regions.

Federal Belgium is characterised by six levels of authority

�The European Union
�The federal State
�The Communities
�The Regions

�The provinces
�The communes

A legislative and an executive body 
have been created at each level
Bearing in mind the relative separation of powers, there is a leg-
islative and an executive body at each level.
Given that Belgium is a democratic state consisting of represent-
ative institutions, all persons who sit within a legislative body, ir-
respective of the level, are appointed by elections which are reg-
ularly organised.
At each level the executive power is accountable to the elected 
legislative body for its actions.

The table on the back of this sheet will help you understand this 
mechanism...
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More information:
Belgian House of Representatives - Department for Public and International Relations, 1008 Brussels
e-mail: info@lachambre — www.lachambre.be


